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better than he could : Under \vhich so much artifice was
usually hid, that in conclusion he could deceive none, for
all were become mistrustful of him. He had great vices,
but scarce any vertues to correct them: He had in him
some vices that were less hurtful, which corrected his
more hurtful ones. He was during the active part of life
given up to sloth and lewdness to such a degree, that he
hated business, and could not bear the engaging in any
thing that gave him much trouble, or put him under any
constraint. And, tho' he desired to become absolute, 10
and to overturn both our religion and our laws, yet he
would neither run the risque, nor give himself the trouble,
which so great a design required. He had an appearance
of gentleness in his outward deportment: But he seemed
to have no bowels nor tenderness in his nature : And in
the end of his life he became cruel. He was apt to forgive
all crimes, even blood it self : Yet he never forgave any
thing that was done against himself, after his first and
general act of indemnity, which was to be reckoned as
done rather upon maxims of state than inclinations of 20
mercy. He delivered himself up to a most enormous
course of vice, without any sort of restraint, even from
the consideration of the nearest relations : The most
studied extravagancies that way seemed, to the very last,
to be much delighted in, and pursued by him. He had
the art of making all people grow fond of him at first, by
a softness in his whole way of conversation, as he was
certainly the best bred man of the age. But when it
appeared how little could be built on his promise, they
were cured of the fondness that he was apt to raise in 30